
An officer who is searchi 1g any person or premises linder aw 
statvory pow�r or with the consent of the occupier may seize 
a-1ytlling:-
la) covered by a warrant
lb) the officer has reasonable grounds for believing is evidence

of an offerce or has been obtained in conseqL:ence of the 
commission cf an offence but only if seizure is necessary to 
prevent the itei1s beirg concealed, :ost, d sposed of, altere::i, 
daniaged. destroyed or :3mpere:1 with 

(c) covered by the powers in Pa't 2, Crirr.1nal Justice an,:J
Police Act 2001 which allows an officer to seize prcpeny frc,11
persons or premises and, in cenain circurr.s:ances, retain it
for sifting or examination elsewhere (Codes of Practice. Code
B. Para 7.1). If property is seized under this power you will
be issued with a notice explaining your rights under the Act.
Instead of seizing property an officer may require that the
holder of the property retains it. If the holder then disposes
of it he may be liable to civil or criminal proceedings (taken
from Codes of Practice. Code 8. Para 7.41.

Items subject to legal privilege 

No item may be seized which an officer has reasonable grounds for 
believing to be subject to legal privilege, as defined in P.ACE, section 
10, other than under the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001, Part 2 
(Codes of Practice. Code B. Para 7.2). 

Photographing and copying 

P.n off cer rn,:1y photos "aph :;,r copv or have photographecl or copied
any docum�1t wh c1 he h�s power to seize (Cedes of Practice. Code
B. Para 7 .5).

Information stored in electronic form 

If an officer considers ti1at information sto-ed in 3ny electro1ic form 
could be used ii' evidence he rn�y requ re it to be produced in a 
legible forrr so that it can be tcke1 away (Codes af Practice. Code 
B. :>ara 7 .6).

General 

A friend, neighbour or other person must be allowed to witness the 
search if the occupier wishes Jnlessthe cfficer in charge of the search 
has reasonable grounds 'or believing the presence of tre person 
asked woulc seriously rincer the investigation or endanger officers 
or other people. A search nEed not be reasonablv delayed for this 
purpose (Codes of Practice. Code B. Fa:a 6.11). 

If any of Y·M property is kept by the police yoJ are entitled, on 
request. to be provided with a list or description cf the property within 
a rea�onable ti'Yle. Such epplications n'ay be mac9 ei:her at the 
police station srown c-n the front of this notice or to the address 
shown below iCcdes cf Practice. Coce B. Para 7.16). 

If you wish, you or yCJr representative wil! be allowed supervised 
access to your prope'ty so that you can excmi�e it or have it 
photographed or co�:ed. Alterna:ively you may be provided with a 
photograph or copy. In ei�her case you are responsible for the cost. 
Access will not be allowed if the officer in charge of the investigation 
believes that this would: 
(al prejudice the investigation of any offe,ce or crimir.al 

proceedings; or 
(b) lead to the commission of an o+fe�ce by p:oviding access to

unlawful material such as pornography.
(Codes of Practice. Code 6. Para 7.17.)

Search with Consent 

Consent to a search m1;st, if practicable. be given in -.,vriti-19 on the 
front of this notice. Where ccnsant is withdrawn oefc,e t1e smch 
is co11ple:e, the search must stop (Codes ::if Practice. Code B. Para's 
5.1 & 5.3). 

Search with Warrant 

A cc:iy o' the saarc1 wa'ra1t should, ii pn:::icable. be given to the 
occupier btlfore the searer begi1s. 

Compensation for Damage 

Cornpensation nay be ::>ayable i� 3ppropri,te cases for darrage 
caJsed in entering and searching P'emises. An application for 
ccmpe1sation may be made ei:her at the police station shown on 
t�e frort of this notice or to: 

ire :omriissioner of Police for the Metropolis 
New S:otland Yard 
Broadway 
LOND:)N SW1H OBG 

(Codes of Practice. Code B. Pa-a 6 7.1 

THE CODES OF PRACTICE ISSUED UNDER THE POLICE AND 
CRIMINAL EVIDENCE ACT 1984 ARE AVAILABLE AT ANY 
POLICE STATION. 




